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Panelist Biographies 
 

 

Michael Barone is a senior writer for U.S.News & World Report. He is principal coauthor of The Almanac of 

American Politics, published every two years by National Journal. He is also the author of Hard American, Soft 

America: Competition vs. Coddling and the Battle for the Nation’s Future (2004) and Our Country: The Shaping 

of America from Roosevelt to Reagan (1990). Barone has written for many publications—including The 

Economist, The New York Times, The Weekly Standard, The New Republic, The London Daily Telegraph, and The 

Times Literary Supplement. He is a political contributor to FOX News Channel and a regular panelist on The 

McLaughlin Group, and has appeared as an analyst and commentator on various television shows and forums. 

 

Karlyn Bowman is a resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute. A member since 1979, she was 

managing editor of Public Opinion magazine until 1990. From 1990 to 1995 she was the editor of The American 

Enterprise, the Institute’s flagship magazine. Today she continues to work with the magazine as a senior editor 

and writes a polling column for Roll Call. 

 

David Brooks’ column on the Op-Ed page of The New York Times started in September 2003. He has been a 

senior editor at The Weekly Standard, a contributing editor at Newsweek and the Atlantic Monthly, and he is 

currently a commentator on The Newshour with Jim Lehrer. He is the author of Bobos In Paradise: The New 

Upper Class and How They Got There (2000) and On Paradise Drive: How We Live Now (And Always Have) in 

the Future Tense (2004), both published by Simon & Schuster. Brooks joined The Weekly Standard at its 

inception in September 1995, having worked at The Wall Street Journal in various capacities for the previous nine 

years. He is also a frequent analyst on NPR’s All Things Considered and the Diane Rehm Show. His articles have 

appeared in the The New Yorker, The New York Times Magazine, Forbes, the Washington Post, the Times 

Literary Supplement, Commentary, The Public Interest and many other magazines. He is editor of the anthology 

Backward and Upward: The New Conservative Writing (Vintage Books).  

 

Tammy Bruce is a best-selling author and host of a nationally syndicated radio show, the Tammy Bruce Show, 

flagshipped at KABC Radio in Los Angeles. Bruce describes herself as an “openly gay, pro-choice, gun owning, 

pro-death penalty, voted-for-President Bush progressive feminist.” Her books include The New Thought Police 

(2001), The Death of Right and Wrong: Exposing the Left’s Assault on Our Culture and Values (2003), and The 

New American Revolution: Using the Power of the Individual to Save Our Nation from Extremists (2005). She is a 

FOX News Channel political analyst, and served on California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Transition 



  

 

Team. Bruce was drawn into feminist activism in the late 1980s to contribute to the ongoing effort to ensure safe 

and legal abortion for all women. Just two years after joining the National Organization for Women in 1988, 

Bruce was elected president of the Los Angeles chapter at the age of 27, and served in that capacity for six years. 

Bruce also served two years as a member of the National NOW board of directors.  

 

Allan Carlson is president of The Howard Center for Family, Religion & Society in Rockford, IL, and 

International Secretary of The World Congress of Families (with WCF IV to be held in Warsaw, Poland, in May 

2007). He received his Ph.D. in Modern History from The Ohio University and in 1988 was a Reagan appointee 

to The National Commission on Children. Carlson’s books include Family Questions: Reflections on the 

American Social Crisis (1988), The Swedish Experiment in Family Politics (1990), The New Agrarian Mind 

(2000), The ‘American Way’: Family and Community in the Shaping of the American Identity (2003), and 

Conjugal America: On the Public Purposes of Marriage (forthcoming this Autumn). He is editor of the monthly 

monograph series The Family in America and a contributing editor to Touchstone: A Journal of Mere Christianity.  

He has also written for The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, National Review, The Weekly Standard, 

USA Today, Intercollegiate Review, The Chesterton Review, Society, The Public Interest, and many others. 

 

James W. Ceaser is professor of politics at the University of Virginia, where he has taught since 1976. He has 

written several books on American politics and political thought, including Presidential Selection (1979), 

Reforming the Reforms (1982), Liberal Democracy and Political Science (1991), and Reconstructing America 

(1997). His most recent book is Nature and History in American Political Development (Harvard University 

Press, 2006). Ceaser has held visiting professorships at the University of Florence, the University of Basel, 

Oxford University, Marquette University, Claremont McKenna College, Harvard University, the University of 

Bordeaux (Montesquieu), the George C. Marshall Center, and the University of Rennes. Ceaser is a frequent 

contributor to the popular press, and he often comments on American politics for the Voice of America.  

 

Francis Fukuyama is Bernard L. Schwartz Professor of International Political Economy at the Paul H. Nitze 

School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) of Johns Hopkins University, and director of SAIS’ 

International Development program. He is also chairman of the editorial board of a new magazine, The American 

Interest, which he helped to found in 2005. Fukuyama has written widely on issues relating to questions 

concerning political and economic development. His book, The End of History and the Last Man, was published 

by Free Press in 1992 and has appeared in over twenty foreign editions. It made the bestseller lists in the United 

States, France, Japan, and Chile, and has been awarded the Los Angeles Times’ Book Critics Award in the 

Current Interest category, as well as the Premio Capri for the Italian edition. He is also the author of Trust: The 

Social Virtues and the Creation of Prosperity (1995), The Great Disruption: Human Nature and the 

Reconstitution of Social Order (1999), Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution 

(2002), and State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century (2004). His most recent book 

America at the Crossroads: Democracy, Power, and the Neoconservative Legacy was published by Yale 

University Press in March 2006.  

 

Robert P. George is McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence and director of the James Madison Program in 

American Ideals and Institutions at Princeton University. He is a member of the President’s Council on Bioethics, 

and previously served as a presidential appointee to the United States Commission on Civil Rights and as a 

Judicial Fellow at the Supreme Court of the United States, where he received the Justice Tom C. Clark Award. A 

graduate of Swarthmore College and Harvard Law School, he holds a doctorate in philosophy of law from Oxford 

University. He is the author or editor of numerous books in the fields of constitutional law, ethics, and political 

theory. His articles and review essays have appeared in the Harvard Law Review, the Yale Law Journal, the 

Columbia Law Review, the Review of Politics, the Review of Metaphysics, and other leading journals. He also 

frequently writes for The Wall Street Journal, Touchstone, First Things, and National Review. In 2005, he 

received a Bradley Prize for Intellectual and Civic Achievement and the Philip Merrill Award for Outstanding 

Contributions to Liberal Arts Education of the American Council of Trustees and Alumni. 

 

Hugh Hewitt is the host of a nationally syndicated radio show heard in more than seventy cities nationwide, and 

a professor of law at Chapman University Law School, where he teaches Constitutional Law. He is the author of 

Painting the Map Red: The Fight to Create a Permanent Republican Majority (2006) and Blog: Understanding 



  

 

the Information Reformation That’s Changing Your World as well as the New York Times best selling author of If 

It’s Not Close, They Can’t Cheat. He has written four other books. Hewitt has received three Emmys during his 

decade of work as co-host of the PBS Los Angeles affiliate KCET’s nightly news and public affairs show Life & 

Times. He is a weekly columnist for The Daily Standard, the online edition of The Weekly Standard.  

 

Tamar Jacoby is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute and writes extensively on immigration, citizenship, 

ethnicity, and race. Her newest book, Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To 

Be American, was published in February 2004. Jacoby also received a fellowship from the NEH to support the 

research and writing of her 1998 book Someone Else’s House: America’s Unfinished Struggle for Integration. Her 

articles and essays have been published in numerous national magazines, newspapers, and journals. Before 

joining the Manhattan Institute, Jacoby served as the senior writer and justice editor for Newsweek magazine, 

where she wrote weekly articles on criminal justice, the Supreme Court, and other law-related topics. Between 

1981 and 1987, she was the deputy editor of The New York Times op-ed page. In 2002, she co-founded The New 

Americans Project, a bipartisan group devoted to encouraging immigrants to become citizens. Jacoby is a 

graduate of Yale University has taught at Yale, Cooper Union, and the New School University. 

 

Amy A. Kass is a senior fellow at Hudson Institute. For over twenty-five years, she has been an award-winning 

teacher of classic texts in the College of the University of Chicago, where she also is a senior fellow in the John 

M. Olin Center for Inquiry into the Theory and Practice of Democracy. She directed nationwide seminars on civic 

leadership under the auspices of the “Toqueville Seminars on Civic Leadership” at the University of Chicago and 

the “Project on Civic Reflection” at Valparaiso University, respectively. She currently works with donors and 

foundation leaders to deepen their understanding of the principles and practices of giving as a vehicle for 

improving civic life. Kass is the author of numerous articles and the editor of three books: American Lives: 

Cultural Differences, Individual Distinction, an anthology of American biographies; Wing to Wing, Oar to Oar: 

Readings on Courting and Marrying (with Leon R. Kass), a companion for young people seeking help in finding 

a worthy life partner; and The Perfect Gift: The Philanthropic Imagination in Poetry and Prose, which aims to 

help givers, large and small, think about the meanings and purposes of giving. 

 

William Kristol is editor of the influential Washington-based political magazine, The Weekly Standard. Widely 

recognized as one of the nation’s leading political analysts and commentators, Kristol regularly appears on Fox 

News Sunday and on the Fox News Channel. Before starting The Weekly Standard in 1995, Kristol led the Project 

for the Republican Future, where he helped shape the strategy that produced the 1994 Republican congressional 

victory. Prior to that, Kristol served as chief of staff to Vice President Dan Quayle during the Bush administration 

and to Secretary of Education William Bennett under President Reagan. Before coming to Washington in 1985, 

Kristol taught politics at the University of Pennsylvania and Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. Kristol 

recently co-authored The New York Times bestseller The War Over Iraq: America’s Mission and Saddam’s 

Tyranny. 

 

Brink Lindsey is a senior fellow at the Cato Institute and the director of its Center for Trade Policy Studies. 

Under Lindsey’s direction, the center has become a leading voice for free trade and open markets. Lindsey has 

written and spoken widely on international economic issues. He is the author of an important book on 

globalization, Against the Dead Hand: The Uncertain Struggle for Global Capitalism (2002). In addition to his 

numerous publications for the Cato Institute, he is a contributing editor of Reason, and his articles have appeared 

in the Wall Street Journal, Financial Times, The New Republic, National Review, The Weekly Standard, and 

elsewhere. He has testified before Congress and has appeared on CNN, CNBC, National Public Radio, and many 

other media outlets. Lindsey is an attorney with extensive experience in international trade regulation. He was 

formerly Cato’s director of regulatory studies and senior editor of Regulation magazine. 

 

Wilfred M. McClay is a professor of history and SunTrust Bank Chair of Excellence in Humanities at the 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. He is author of The Masterless: Self and Society in Modern America 

(1994), which received the Organization of American Historians’ 1995 Merle Curti Award for best book in 

American intellectual history. His honors include a John Templeton Foundation award for distinguished teaching 

and scholarship and several fellowships. He serves on editorial boards and contributes to several intellectual 



  

 

journals. He was educated at St. John’s College (Annapolis) and Johns Hopkins University, where he received his 

Ph.D. 

 

Charles Murray is the W.H Brady Scholar in Culture and Freedom at the American Enterprise Institute. He first 

came to national attention with his book Losing Ground: American Social Policy 1950–1980. This was followed 

in 1988 by In Pursuit: Of Happiness and Good Government, in 1994 by The Bell Curve: Intelligence and Class 

Structure in American Life (with Richard J. Herrnstein), in 1997 by What It Means to be a Libertarian: A 

Personal Interpretation, and in 2003 by Human Accomplishment: The Pursuit of Excellence in the Arts and 

Sciences, 800 B.C. to 1950. His latest book is In Our Hands: A Plan to Replace the Welfare State (2006). In 

addition to his books and technical articles, Murray has published extensively in The Public Interest, The New 

Republic, Commentary, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, National Review, and The Washington 

Post.  

 

William A. Schambra is the director of the Hudson Institute’s Bradley Center for Philanthropy and Civic 

Renewal. Prior to joining the Hudson Institute in January of 2003, Schambra was director of programs at the 

Bradley Foundation in Milwaukee. Before joining Bradley in 1992, Schambra served as a senior advisor and chief 

speechwriter for Attorney General Edwin Meese III, Director of the Office of Personnel Management Constance 

Horner, and Secretary of Health and Human Services Louis Sullivan. He was also director of Social Policy 

Programs for the American Enterprise Institute, and co-director of AEI’s “A Decade of Study of the 

Constitution.” Schambra was appointed by President Reagan to the National Historical Publications and Records 

Commission, and by President George W. Bush to the board of directors of the Corporation for National and 

Community Service. Schambra has written extensively on the Constitution, the theory and practice of civic 

revitalization, and civil society in The Public Interest, Public Opinion, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington 

Times, Policy Review, Christian Science Monitor, Nonprofit Quarterly, Philanthropy and Crisis, and is the editor 

of several volumes, including As Far as Republican Principles Will Admit: Collected Essays of Martin Diamond. 

 

Matthew Spalding, an expert on American political history, constitutionalism, religious liberty, and civic 

renewal, runs Heritage’s B. Kenneth Simon Center for American Studies. An adjunct fellow with the Claremont 

Institute, Spalding is the author of A Sacred Union of Citizens: George Washington’s Farewell Address and the 

American Character and the editor of The Founder’s Almanac. 

 

Shelby Steele is a research fellow at the Hoover Institution who specializes in the study of race relations, 

multiculturalism, and affirmative action. He was appointed a Hoover fellow in 1994. Steele has written widely on 

race in American society and the consequences of contemporary social programs on race relations. His works and 

contributions have led to various awards, most recently the Bradley Prize for his contributions to the study of race 

in America. Steele’s most recent book is White Guilt: How Blacks and Whites Together Destroyed the Promise of 

the Civil Rights Era (2006). He is also author of A Dream Deferred: The Second Betrayal of Black Freedom in 

America and The Content of Our Character: A New Vision of Race in America. Steele has written extensively for 

major publications including The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal. He is a contributing editor at 

Harper’s magazine. He has spoken before hundreds of groups and appeared on national current affairs news 

programs including Nightline and 60 Minutes. 


