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American Politics: How Divided?
Pundits are split these days about how divided the country is.  It is clear that Washington is deeply divided.  And, on many measures, as the data on the next page show, the country is, too. The polls below show that Americans believe the country is more politically divided these days than in the past.  A majority, 53 percent, say the people they know are more divided politically than in the past.   

The country is more politically divided



Do you think the country has become more


these days than in the past.





united or more divided in the past four year?                          
      
 More Divided


66%




More United
 
41%

      
 Not More Divided

26




More Divided

47
      
 Source: Pew Research Center, December 2004.



Source: Time/SRBI, October 2004.
The people you know are more divided these

Favorable opinion of…
days over politics than in the past.



Hillary Clinton  
    George W. Bush
      
More Divided


53%



   
Republicans
15%         Republicans     78%

Not More Divided
       
40



Democrats
81
    Democrats
     12

Source: Pew Research Center, December 2004.



Source: Fox News/Opinion Dynamics, May 2006.
Bush has done more to . . .



            Hillary would unite the country


            
Unite the country 
Divide it

country and not divide it
      
Dec. 2003  

58%

    36%



Applies

41%
 
Mar. 2004

48

    49



Does Not Apply
53

 
Apr. 2004

50

    48


     
Source: Gallup, August 2005.
 
Aug. 2004*

47

    48





 
Sept. 2004*
 
48

    44



       
Jun. 2005

43

    55


    
 
Source: ABC News/Washington Post.   Note: * Registered voters.


      





Party identification






       




Democrats’ Lead Over Republicans





    
 




1970s


21 percentage points
       .
 




1980s


11



  

1990s


  7






 




2000s (thus far)
  5





            Source: Harris Interactive



   

Party identification with leaners








Yearly Averages, Latest Rating


      Partisan Polarization (difference between
 

  

Consider self


      Republicans and Democrats in percentage points)



Republican
Democrat          
 
      
Bush (April 2006)



75


2003
               45.5%
  45.2%


      
Bush (May 2006)^



64

2004
               45

  48



      
Bush career average*



54


Latest

   39

  48

     

      
Clinton career average


52

Source: The Gallup Organization, latest that of May 12-13, 2006.   
GHW Bush career average


35




   

  

     
Reagan career average

        50
      


  
  

          


       
Note: * As of April 2006. ^ Gallup.









       
Source: ABC News/Washington Post.
Deeply Divided Or Closely Divided?
Bush approval (CBS, May 2006)




Generally morally acceptable (Gallup)
 
Republicans

74%





  

    Republicans
      Democrats
Democrats

 6





Divorce
           56%
            77%




        




Embryonic stem




Bush approval on issues (CBS, May 2006)



  cell research

49

72


      Republicans      Democrats


Having a baby
Foreign policy

74%

16%



  outside marriage
42

63
Economy

62

 9 



Premarital sex

52

63         
Iraq


62

 6 



Homosexual relations
36
            51
         
Terrorism

77

21 


       
Death penalty

79
            61      Immigration

55

27










Women who consider themselves to be

Bush priorities for country same as yours



a feminist (CBS, April 2006)

(CBS, May 2006)






Republicans

  8%
Republicans  

69%





Democrats

39
Democrats

11





  










Personally own a gun (Gallup, October 2005)
Vietnam was a mistake



   

Republicans

41%
Gallup, 1965







Democrats

23
Republicans

28%







Democrats

22




 
Government is listening to your









phone conversations (Fox News/OD, May 2006)
Gallup, 1973







Republicans

26%
Republicans

54





Democrats

31
Democrats

65















Know someone who home schools a child
Military action in Iraq was the wrong decision                             (Harris, April 2006)
(Pew, April 2006)






Republicans

40%
Republicans

14%





Democrats

29
Democrats

73















Attend church roughly once a week or more
US should stay in Iraq until democracy is 



(NORC, 2004)
established (Fox News/OD, March 2006)



Republicans

43%



Republicans

61%





Democrats

34
Democrats

28 















Gay marriage should be legally valid
Would leave the US permanently if given



(Gallup, May 2006)
the opportunity (Fox News/OD, May 2006)


Republicans

  8%



Republicans

  8%





Democrats

53
Democrats

24

Congress job approval (Fox News/OD, May 2006)

Own Representative job approval
Republicans

36%





(Fox News/OD, May 2006)
Democrats

23





Republicans

55%









Democrats

55
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